**** LUNCHEON SEMINAR ****

Thursday, 7 July 2016

DS

Director- General of Security
and head of the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation

May 2016

‘The role as the head of ASIO
and an overview of the current security environment’

at the Royal Canberra Golf Club, Yarralumla

Speaker: Duncan Lewis AO, DSC, CSC

(via separate Luncheon Notice & Registration Form )

From the President
Contemporary threats to the security of Australia and the Australian
people are changing traditional positions about which organisations
are responsible for safeguarding our national security.
Security is defined in the Australian Security Intelligence
Organisation Act 1979 (the ASIO Act) as:
“espionage, serious threats to Australia's territorial and border
integrity, sabotage, politically motivated violence, the promotion
of communal violence, attacks on Australia's defence system,
and acts of foreign interference. It also includes the carrying
out of Australia's responsibilities to any foreign country in
relation to threats to security with a particular focus on politically
motivated violence.”
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The increasing understanding that the safeguarding of Australia’s
national security goes well beyond the roles performed by the
Australian Defence Force has been underlined recently by the wellpublicised successes of Australian security agencies, notably the
Australian Security Intelligence Organisation, Australian Federal Police
and state police forces in thwarting planned terror attacks in Australia.
In view of the significant workload arising from these recent and
perhaps ongoing activities, we are privileged that Duncan Lewis has
agreed to be our guest speaker for our next luncheon seminar.
Duncan joined the Australian Army after schooling in Western
Australia, and graduated from the Royal Military College Duntroon, in
1975. A career in the military, spanning 33 years, followed. Duncan
commanded at all levels, including command of the Special Air Service
Regiment. He served with the United Nations during the 1982 Lebanon
War and on operations in East Timor. His last military appointment
was as a Major General, Special Operations Commander Australia,
where his forces were engaged in operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.
In 2005, Duncan joined the Australian Public Service. His initial
appointment was as First Assistant Secretary of the National Security
Division within the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet.
Later that year, he was promoted to Deputy Secretary and in 2008 he
was appointed as an Associate Secretary, where he led the National
Security and International Policy Group and contributed to the
Department’s broader leadership team as a member of its executive.
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From December 2008, Duncan served as Australia’s inaugural National Security Adviser.
Duncan was the Prime Minister’s principal source of advice on all national security
matters. He had responsibility for the strategic leadership of the national security
community, as well as the coordination of national security policy development and crisis
response. During this period he chaired the National Intelligence Coordination Committee.
In 2011, building on almost four decades of experience in the defence and national
security communities, Duncan was appointed Secretary of the Department of Defence.
Late in 2012, Duncan was appointed Ambassador to Belgium, Luxembourg, the European
Union and NATO. On 15 September 2014, Duncan was appointed Director- General of
Security and head of the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation.
Duncan was awarded Officer of the Order of Australia in 2005, for his service as the
inaugural Special Operations Commander Australia.
He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of NSW and a Graduate Diploma in
Defence Studies and Management, from Deakin University. He is a graduate of the British
Army Staff College and the United States Army War College. He is fluent in Indonesian.
The bar having been set very high by our speakers over the past year, I expect that with
Duncan Lewis as our next speaker, and of course the excellent company of fellow
members, you have the necessary inducement to brave a cold Canberra day and join us
on 7 July. As always, I look forward to seeing you then.

Regards,
Ian Pearson
Phone: 02 6273 1630
Mobile: 0407 561 080

